St. John United Church
of Christ
October 2019
Let the 150th Anniversary Celebration Begin!

Birthday
Blessings
1
2
4
5
6
7
8
9
12
15
20
21
22
25
28

Joshua Varner
Jennie Emery
Tobey Shoup
David Grant
Palmer Kloster
Lori Ader- Steinhauser
Ruthann Pinnow
Richard Long
Annette Varner
Jackie Purdue
Lee Fadeley
Gary Dahn
Sophia Zimbauer
Georgiana Rehberg
Maryann Bade
Leon Aylward
John Hasik
Dorothy Norvell

Church Office Hours:
Mon-Thurs 9am – 3:30pm
Phone: 815-932-3336
Church email address:
stjohnkan@gmail.com
Pastor Barbara’s
email address:
revlohrbach@gmail.com
Pastor Barbara’s day off
is Monday. She does not
respond to calls or
messages on her day off
unless it is an emergency.

September 29, 2019 was the kick-off to the
year long 150th Anniversary celebration of
this history of our church, St. John United
themed potluck
lunch was served with help from our grill
master who cooked brats and hot dogs and
our wonderful chefs in the kitchen. Great
food and lots of smiles along with a sing-aGregersen
made for a wonder start to our anniversary
celebration.

Take a stroll around Perry Farms this month
and look for our scarecrow located by the
drive that leads into the farm. The design
team did a beautiful job creating her. Thank
you to everyone who helped with this project.
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Prayer List
Shay Ader–Steinhauser,
Kim Bacon,
Rhonda David,
Art Huffines,
Art Kapchinski,
Helen Kelley,
Palmer Kloster,
Dean Lohrbach,
Debbie Moody,
Carl Nesbitt,
Mark Noller,
SPEC. Nick Nolte,
Joe Offenbecher,
Harold Schriefer,
Ministry of St. John

Congratulations to Michelle &
Jeremy Purnell at the birth of
their granddaughter Emberlynn
Rose Purnell, born 9-15-19.
God’s blessings to Emberlynn
and her Dad Jeremy Purnell and
Mom Helaina Regnier and to

Please know that not everyone is in the
same situation, or is praying for the same
outcome. Lift them up to God and ask that
the best that God intends, the best that the
healing hearts can give, and the best of our
self-care and care by others be done.

General Fund Contributions to date. 1st & 3rd
Sundays of the month also include online giving
totals. St. John Ministry costs per week $3,688

September Mission Disbursement
KC CASA

$500.00

Sept. 01
Sept. 08
Sept. 15
Sept. 22
Sept. 29

$4,305
$2,629
$2,425
$2,127
$1,811

August Blessing Bucket
Outdoor Ministries $243.11

www.stjohnucc-kan-il.org

St. John UCC October 2019 Newsletter

Page 3

Pastor Barbara’s Musings
Sometimes it is hard to pray…we don’t know
what to say. We aren’t sure it makes a difference. We’re in a place where fear or anxiety
leaves us literally speechless. We’ve prayed
and haven’t gotten an answer. We’ve prayed
for something specific and it didn’t happen.

Why did Rachel die when so many were praying
for her and why did Dean live when so many
were praying for him? Did the prayers for Rachel
not work? Does God listen to some prayers but
not others?

As a pastor, a chaplain, I hear these things from
people. I’ve experienced them myself. How do
we make sense of prayer? I share two experiences that have confirmed some of my thinking
about prayer. These two experiences are not
unusual—they happen every day.
It is the
experience of praying for someone who is dealing
with a life altering event.

For some time, I have known that prayer is not a
cause-and-effect endeavor. I know that God is
not a supernatural Santa Claus who dispenses
life and death based on the conduct or the heart
of the recipient. I know that God does not withhold miraculous healing or compassionate care if
we don’t pray. There are people who get well
even if no one prays. There are people who die
even when we pray for them.

The first was this spring. A woman I’ve come to
know through her books and her work in the life
of the church became very ill. Her name was
Rachel Held Evans. I received word of her hospitalization and was asked to pray for her.
Because of her notoriety, people all over the US
and even around the world were praying for
Rachel. Rachel didn’t survive this illness. She
died. She left behind a loving husband, her 2
young children, parents and a sister, and a
church family. And the whole community of her
faithful readers. Rachel was only 38.

After this summer, I believe more deeply that
prayer changes us. When we pray for someone
else to be healed, or be strong in a crisis, or do
better at their job, or get better grades, we
unlock our empathy for them. When we pray
for someone else, it binds us together in
relationship. When you pray for someone whom
you may not like or has a completely different
mindset from you, it changes how you feel
about them, how you see them…maybe even
how you treat them. Praying for someone can
make a relationship better.

The second was Dean and the injuries he
sustained in the accident on June 30. Dean’s
injuries were life-threatening. As people began to
know what happened, they said they were praying. The chaplain came and prayed with us in the
ER. Those prayers helped not because the clock
would be rewound and he wouldn’t be injured, but
because we knew people were there for us. At
that point we didn’t know if he would survive—no
one was giving us any false hope. We knew how
bad it was.

I believe prayer to be an expression of love for
people who are suffering. When you prayed for
Dean this summer and for us, his family, you
showed your love for us in his suffering. I believe
that prayer connects us to God in ways that
cannot be quantified or measured and do more
than we can imagine. Prayer is one of the most
sacred acts of kindness we can offer. Cards,
meals, visits are tangible expressions of prayer.
We will be forever grateful for the prayers that
sustained us.

As we followed the ambulance north that night,
I tried to pray, but the words stuck in my throat.
In my head I was saying “don’t let him die.”
I didn’t know if I said it aloud, what I would do if
he did. What I knew was there were people
praying for him and for us when my words were
stuck in that place of uncertainty.

Pastor Barbara
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Altar
Flowers

Thank you from the nursery kids
to Amber Gonzales and family
for the baby swing and oatmeal
for the sensory table.

October
10/06 Joe Offenbecher
*Available
10/13 *Available
10/20 Sue Zimmerman
*Available
10/27 *Available
*Available as of print date.
Please contact the church office
815/932-3336 for current information.
(Please Note: $23.00 for 1 vase and
$44.00 for 2 vases) can be left with our
Office Manager or placed in the offering
plate with your name & date on the
envelope.

PET BLESSING – SUNDAY, OCTOBER 6 @ 3 P.M.
St. Francis is the patron saint of animals and October 4
is designated as his feast day for our friends in the
Catholic Church. It is wonderful that we too can
celebrate the gifts of St. Francis and join together to
bless our furry companions. Come join for a blessing of
each pet as they provide love and companionship for us. It is usually quite an array
of pets and we ask that you do what is best
for your pet as far as mingling with the
others. God bless our faithful companions!

Bring your favorite apple treat to
Coffee Time on Oct 27!

Our Open and Affirming
Mission Statement
All people are welcome to worship
at St. John United Church of Christ
and become members of our
congregation. No one is excluded
from enjoying fellowship with us
because of age, gender, race,
color, challenge, or sexual orientation and/or affectional preference,
gender identity and expression.
Our Christian congregation appreciates differences in people and
encourages diverse views. We
worship God with one another. All
are welcome to participate fully in
the life of our church.

Replenishment Items
Needed at Church
40 gallon trash bags
Paper towel
Thank you helping replenish these items for
the church. It is very much appreciated.

Let’s Fill the Barrel!!
On Sunday, Oct. 6 you are invited to bring non-perishable
food items or personal care products for the ACOM Food
Pantry in Kankakee. There is a barrel in the entryway for
you to place your items. Thank you!!
NO GLASS
CONTAINERS
PLEASE!

www.stjohnucc-kan-il.org
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Committee Schedule for Monthly Greeters
Committees are now in charge of recruiting greeters for both the River and
Rutledge doors on Sunday morning. It will be the responsibility of the committee to
find greeters for Sundays, one month out of the year. You can recruit anyone and
everyone; it doesn’t have to be just committee members.
October - Spiritual Formation December - Esther Schreib
November - Endowment
January - Finance Committee
A Gift to Tower Hill Camp
The Illinois Conference
has asked for churches
and individuals to consider
a gift to Tower Hill Camp to
help furnish a new retreat
center completed on site
this summer. A major gift
made it possible to build a
beautiful retreat space and
now it needs to be furnished. The Council has
chosen to furnish a
small room for $1100
with beds, nightstands
and bedding.

We want to give each of
you the opportunity to
help with this and the
from
dedicated funds such as
Missions.
If you would
like to give a gift to help,
please make checks payable to St. John with Tower
Hill Furnishings in the
give
a whole room will be recognized in some small
way. Tower Hill has been a
part of our church camp

history, and this is a great
opportunity to help a beautiful place near the shores
of Lake Michigan at Warren Dunes. It is also a
great place for a getaway—there are 3 new
beautiful cottages on site
that can be rented as well
as the retreat spaces.
**$200.00 for the furnishings has been collected
thus far.

Thank you all for  Giving money to buy gift cards for our guests who will attend Project Homeless Connect.
 Providing the use of the St. John Mission House which is being used to provide a transitional
home, one family at a time.
 Bringing food for the food pantry every month as we share communion with those who are hungry in the community. We are in particular need right now of canned meals such as pasta with
meat or stews, something that can be eaten as a meal right out of the can by a person who has
no cooking facilities. Cans with pop top lids are especially helpful. We can use can openers all
the time.
I am truly grateful for your support of our work with our neighbors.
Debbie
www.stjohnucc-kan-il.org
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Fall into Fundraising! Shop with Scrip cards
and make your purchase count by supporting St. John!
Orders Due on Oct. 13
Available $10.00 cards include:

S
C
R
I
P
C
@
R
D
S

Arbys
Bath & Body Works
Buona Beef
Burger King
Chipotle
Dairy Queen
Denny’s

Dunkin Donuts
Starbucks
Fannie May
Steak N Shake
Noodles & Company Subway
Oberweis
Target
Panera
Taco Bell
Papa John’s Pizza
Wendy’s
Pizza Hut
Showplace Single Ticket

Profits from this program go into the “General Fund”
to help with any monthly budget shortfall.
Total 2019: $607.80 Thank you!
New Keyboard for the Sanctuary

A new Kurzweil Keyboard is being
purchased for the Sanctuary. The cost
of the keyboard is $1,900 but because of
already
collected $1,560 and the Memorial

Committee will be covering the balance.
Thank you Memorial Committee and to
those who have donated to help with the
replacement of the estimated 20 year
old keyboard!

Dear Parents,
We want to provide a healthy environment in our church nursery, so we ask you to keep your baby
at home when you observe the following:
Fever/Vomiting
Green or yellow runny nose
Diarrhea
Excessive coughing
Questionable rash
Discharge in or around the eyes
Any communicable disease
If your baby becomes ill while in the nursery, you will be notified promptly.
If your child is being treated with an antibiotic, he or she should have received treatment for at
least 24 hours before coming to the nursery.

www.stjohnucc-kan-il.org
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October Mission of the Month
Bright Beginnings

Reminders:
All checks should be made payable to “St John Church”
When making contributions to specific Missions, please make sure you have it indicated on your envelope
so that the monies are properly distributed.
The Mission Committee thanks you for your generous
contributions to help others in our communities.

The Schreib Committee will once again be putting together care packages
for our college students. They are collecting the following items for the
packages:
Microwave popcorn
Licorice
Candy

Kleenex (little individual packs)
Granola Bars
Crackers (peanut butter/cheese)

Schreib Committee would like to have these donated items by Sunday,
October 20. Thank you!

October Blessing Bucket
When: Wednesday, 10/16
11:30am
Where: Yolks & Berries
Please come even if it is
not your birthday and help
us celebrate September
birthdays

www.stjohnucc-kan-il.org
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Book Club
Meets at St. John
1045 W River St. Kankakee

Everyone is invited to come to our
gathering on Tuesday 10/8 at
5:30pm in the parlor and bring
recommendations for our book
selections for the winter months.

In October, we will be meeting on Tuesday, 10/8 at 5:30pm
discuss the book The Sun Does Shine by Ray Hinton
In 1985, Anthony Ray Hinton was arrested and
charged with two counts of capital murder in
Alabama. Stunned, confused, and only twentynine years old, Hinton knew that it was a case of
mistaken identity and believed that the truth
would prove his innocence and ultimately set
him free.

For the next twenty-seven years he was a beacon―transforming not only his own spirit, but
those of his fellow inmates, fifty-four of whom
were executed mere feet from his cell. With the
help of civil rights attorney and bestselling
author of Just Mercy, Bryan Stevenson, Hinton
won his release in 2015.

But with no money and a different system of justice for a poor black man in the South, Hinton
was sentenced to death by electrocution. He
spent his first three years on Death Row at Holman State Prison in agonizing silence―full of
despair and anger toward all those who had sent
an innocent man to his death. But as Hinton realized and accepted his fate, he resolved not only to survive, but find a way to live on Death
Row.

With a foreword by Stevenson, The Sun Does
Shine is an extraordinary testament to the power
of hope sustained through the darkest times.
Destined to be a classic memoir of wrongful imprisonment and freedom won, Hinton’s memoir
tells his dramatic thirty-year journey and shows
how you can take away a man’s freedom, but
you can’t take away his imagination, humor, or
joy.
Looking Ahead
Nov. 12 - A Place for Us
by - Fatima-Farheen-Mirza

Fellowship Group
Tuesdays 10/8 & 10/22
Bring a lunch to Peace Hall and
share in an afternoon of fellowship and fun!
Everyone is invited to come and

www.stjohnucc-kan-il.org

